
Truman Remains Coy 
On Intentions; Denies 
He's Tired of Job 

By Joseph A. Fox 
President Truman is still coy 

about his political plans—but he 
has squelched the recurrent rumor 
that the cares of office have got 
him down, and that he is looking 
for broad Fair Deal shoulders to 
take over the burden. 

In a brisk 20-minute news con- 
ference exchange late yesterday, 
the President reacted to reports 
that he would like to retire and 
relax by grinning broadly and 
asserting that he isn’t tired. 

About that story that he would 
welcome relief from the cares of 
the presidency, Mr. Truman said 
simply that any one sitting back 
in that office of his, with all its 
responsibility, at times thinks he 
would like to leave. It is the 
most strenuous job in the world, 
he added, and difficult to do cred- 
itably. 
But he likes politics—has for 

nearly 30 years—and has never 
told any one either that he ex- 
pected to quit or expected to stick 
around. 

Under pressure, Mr. Truman 
finally conceded that he might 
announce his plans before April 
29, the last day for filing in the 
Missouri primary, when a re- 

porter asked him about that 
possibility. 
That date has no particular 

significance, so far as Mr. Tru- 
man is concerned, unless he should 
decide to campaign for his old 
Senate seat. But when that 
particular angle came up in the 
conference, the President displayed 
no more noticeable enthusiasm 
than he had earlier when dis- 
cussing a couple of other Demo- 
cratic presidential possibilities. 
Some congressional sources 

thought that Mr. Truman only 
used the April date in a further 
effort to confuse the guessers. 
However, according to the Asso- 
ciated Press, one view was that 
the Senate idea couldn’t be 
brushed aside. 

When the President was asked 
for an opinion of Senator Ke- 
fauver of Tennessee, who has gone 
into the Illinois primary with the 
announcement that he will seek 
the Democratic presidential nomi- 
nation regardless of what Mr. 
Truman might do, the Chief 
Executive said the “crime buster” 
Is a nice fellow and a good Sena- 
tor. 
The President also disclaimed 

any responsibility for the “trial 
balloons” that have been sent up 
recently in behalf of Gov. Adlai 
Stevenson of Illinois, who has 
been reported to be looked oh 
favorably by the White House. 

Under questioning the President 
said Gov. Stevenson would be a 

good candidate just as would any 
other Democrat, because it runs 
in the blood. 

Asked if he had invited Gov. 
Stevenson to the Blair HousC 

Tuesday night for the brief con- 
ference they held, President Tru- 
man said the Governor camtf to 
Washington on behalf of mine- 
safety legislation and was invited 
to call, as is customary. 
Asked about reporta that he 

might seek to return to the Senate, 
the President said he had a lot of 
time to make up his mind, if he 
decided to contest fc* the seat of 
Senator Kem, Republican. 
He declined to say if he would 

run for the Senate if he quit the 
presidency. 
A reporter commented that he 

was leaving the door open on that 
one, and the President responded 
easily that in politics, the door is 
always open. 

Politics is the great American 
sport, the President soliloquized, 
better than baseball, football or 

basketball. Recalling his years on 
the ballot battleground, Mr. Tru- 
man said, he had never been 
elected to any office he wanted, 
except in 1948. That was the year 
of his upset victory in the presi- 
dential race. 

After President Truman dis- 
closed he probably would bare his 
plans by late April, a reporter said 
that Democratic leaders leaving 
the White House all were saying 
they looked on the President as 
the strongest possible candidate, 
and asked Mr. Truman if he did 
not think that the strongest can- 
didate should make the race. 
Mr. Truman said he wants the 

Democrats to have a candidate 
who will win, adding that it would 
be terrible if a Republican were to 
be elected. 

LOST. 
BLACK PURSE, Tic. bank In Bladensburg 
or Cheverly bus. Wed. eve. Reward. WA. 
0837. 

Book—Dreiser’s “The Financier” down- 
town shopping district. Wed. Jan. 23. Re- 
ward. AD. 0773.—27 
BOXER, orindle, male, white blaze on face, 
all-white feet, answers to name “Artie”; 
vie. 14th st., Parkwood pi. n.w. Reward. 
TU. 0576.—26 
BROWN and white Cocker and Spitz; 6 
mos. old, female. Answers to name of 
"Patty.” Vic. Silver Springs. Child’s pet. 
SH. 4080. 

COCKER SPANIEL, black, male, named 
’Toby.” Reward. JO. 8-2703. —31 

COCKER SPANIEL, male, honey colored. 
8 mos.. "Samson." enormous feet, red 
collar, no tag; vie. Beverly Bills. Alex. 
Reward. OV. 1454.—31 

COLlIE. male, trl-color, mostly black; 
Wheaton area, LO. 5-3364. Reward. —26 

COLLIE, sable and white, answers to name 
of “Bonnie”; lost vie. West Falls Church, 
Sat. Call FA. 1488._—27 
BOG. red. cocker, male. Va. license 17215; 
vie. Westover. Reward, OL. 3445. —26 

FRATERNITY KEY. Tau Beta PI. engraved 
R. B. McDowell. Beta of Ohio; vie. Navy 
Dept. afternoon of Jan. 11 or taxi. 
FA. 1845. _—26 
GERMAN SHEPHERD, black, gray and tan. 
answers to name “Duke,” wearing chain 
collar with rabies tag 333; vie. Falls 
Church. Reward. CaU JE. 3-7277. —27 

LADY'S DIAMOND RING, vicinity Conn. 

ave.^and McKinley st. n.w. Reward^EM. 
MINK SCARF. 4 skins, lost vie. Langley 
Apts.. Initials EJD. Reward. 8L. 6311. 

—26 

PACKAGE OF DRAPER^ MATERIAL, at 
Voodward At Lothrop's or vicinity. Re- 
tard. WO. 8582. 

fEAEL SET. pink Iridescent. In JeweTbox, 
vicinity 622 Portland st. s.e.; Christmas 
gift from husband overseas. Reward. 
Call RA. 8060.26* 

RING. Masonic, man’s; between Mount 
Rainier and Woodridge. Reward. CO. 

6274._ —26 

Shetland sBeIepdog (toy come), brown 
and white; lost American Unlv. Park. 
Reward. WO. 8060, _—27 
MATCH, lady’s, gold, Elgin, expansion 
bracelet; vie. woodward Ac Lothrop. P st.. 
Ewart's. Reward. Please call MI. 04S9 
after 6 >.m. _—26 
WOMAN'S blue wallet, containing ap- 
proximately $50 and valuable papers 
and keys. Reward. AD. 3288. 

WRIST WATCH «nd band, silver, man’s. 
name engraved on band. Liberal reward. 
Ml. 3343 or LA. 6-8039._—27 
SlANUSCRIPTS,’ several, reward. 
ALTERESCO, HU. 4988. 

FOUND. 
DOG, brown and Mack WHer Dn»e. 
female; owner or good home. KI. 8-3958 

PUPPY,’ Bpitg. whfte female; owner or 

good heme. KL 8-3958. 
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•* / Led Three Lives -■ 

Communist CfU Revived in Massachusetts; 
Comrades Almost Catch Real FBI Agent 

By Herbert A. Philbrick 

Chapter VI. 
Rebuilding the Wakefield Cell. 

The old elm shrouded midnight 
secrets. Strangers passed under 
its whispering leaves late at night 
and slipped up the steps into the 
old Parker house in Wakefield— 
the town’s pew headquarters for 
Communist conspiracy. 
Comrades Johnson and Collier 

called at the house not long after 
we were settled. They had in- 
structions from the Boston dis- 
trict. 
Gus Johnson—whose name was 

the cause of Hal Leary’s surprise 
—was a hulking, florid Swede 
with a thick accent which was 
usually made even less coherent 
by the cheap whisky he dumped 
into his iron belly. He was 

amiable enough some of the time, 
but stupid, and a confirmed Bol- 
sevik of the roughhouse school. 

Collier was bookish, thin, sullen 
and unhealthy. He rarely drank, 
but chain-smoked cigarettes and 
his gaunt face had the pallor of 
ash. Prank had a deep apprecia- 
tion of literature and a large 
library, the most complete private 
Marxist library I ever en- 

countered. 
Insisted on Secrecy. 

The two comrades were, I 

thought, unduly insistent upon 
the deepest secrecy. 

I inquired through outside 
sources and found out why. Two 

years before, Wakefield had a 

Red hunt, inspired—it fitted so 

perfectly that it was laughable— 
by Mrs. Johnson. The lady was 
as rabidly antl-Communist as Gus 
was Communist. 
She marched straight to the 

police and delivered an expose. 
Mrs. Johnson named names of 
party stalwarts in Wakefield— 
two teachers in the public schools 
and two ministers among them. 
The American Legion seized on 
the disclosure with vigilante 
ardor. Torchlight parades were 
held around the houses of those 
named by Mrs. Johnson. Insults 
and threats were hurled. Some of 
the victims fled town. The party 
cell was shattered. 

Collier, Johnson and I had a 
list of some 14 persons in, Wake- 
field who were still listed on the 
party rolls. Prank and Gus knew 
most of them, and undertook to 
make the contacts. 

Members Collect Quietly. 

A half hour before the first 
meeting there was a knock at the 
front door and a figure silently 
melted into the shadows of my 
living room. A few minutes later, 
another, then another. One or 

two came in by the side door. No 
more than a single member ar- 
rived at- any one time. The ses- 
sion was desultory, primarily 
devoted to the speech (with Gus 
in remarkably good control of his 
accents and his party fervor),.the 
collection of dues amd ’airaiige- 
ments for further sessions which 

sa.,a^ 
them 

j promised 
to 

Eva sat through it all in a big 
wing chair, nervously twining and 
winding a piece of string in her 
fingers. When the meeting broke 
up, the arrival process was put 
into action in reverse. One by one, 
at intervals of several minutes, 
they slipped out the door into the 
night, walking briskly away, keep- 
ing to the shadows. 
The precautions were thorough 

enough to prevent neighborhood 
detection of the cell headquarters. 
I also took precautions of my own. 
After the meeting I trudged up 
the stairs, climbed a narrow stair- 
way to the unfinished attic, picked 
my way across the open beams to 

the end of the room where stood 
a huge cedar closet. 

Secret Operative Unit. 
I reached for a concealed latch, 

swung the entire closet outward 
on its heavy hinges, and passed 
through the false end wall of the 
loft into my FBI operative’s unit. 
Here, in a tiny room with a win- 
dow screened by the big elm, 
compactly equipped with type- 
writer, dictating machine, photo- 
graphic equipment, I filed my re- 
port to the bureau. 

I attended cell meetings of dif- 
ferent types — educational, cul- 
tural, social—In many different 
localities. There were sessions at 

Nat Mills’ apartment in Boston. 
The identity of more and more 
Communists was revealed to me. I 
branched out into communities 
like Brookline and Dorchester. 
One unusual series of gatherings 

was held in a sumptuous apart- 
ment near the Harvard yard— 
their apparent purpose, to make 
available to select Harvard men 
a place for entertainment, liquor 
and the companionship ef well- 
groomed, sophisticated young 
Communist girls. Eva and I went 
to several parties there, where the 
affluence was tastefully displayed 
and controlled, the liquor flowed 
freely, and political “liberalism” 
was leavened with sophistry, pop- 
ular music for connoisseurs of 
jazz and the comforts of deep 
sofas. 

Billed as Baptist Leader. 
Billed always by the party as a 

Baptist youth leader—the reason 
for the comrades’ interest in my 
church activities—I was kept busy 
in front organizations, especially 
in the effort to gain control over 
the Youth for Victory Council. 
My professional acquaintances, 

through my Job with Harry 
Browning and the M. Sc P. The- 

aters, were immensely useful to 

the party. For the most part they 
were motion picture publicists, 
advertising men, newspaper wri- 
ters and editors, and radio execu- 
tives. Mr. Browning’s office be- 
came the headquarters of the New 

England entertainment industry’s 
War Activities Committee, with 
the primary task of promoting 
patriotic campaigns. Since the 
Communist Party at this time was 
als6 dedicated to the winning of 
the war, I was in a most advan- 
tageous position, for the party 
and for the FBI. 

I was able to secure free radio 
time for toe Youth for Victory 
group; I wrote radio scripts, pre- 
pared news releases under party 
direction, secured the assistance 

of toe Office of War Information 
in some of the Communist cam- 
paigns, and served on the editorial 
board of The Youth for Victory 
News. I organized and staged 
rallies and fund-raising dinners. 
So thoroughly respectable was my 
front that at one big Communist- 

sponsored rally—without the Com- 
munist label, of course—I was able 
to obtain the services of a snappy 
Catholic Youth Organization band. 

Close Call for Agent. 
Hal Leary paid a call at the 

house, just to find out how things 
were going on the domestic scene. 
There came a knock at the front 
door. I glanced at Hal. and Eva 
leaped to her feet. I went to the 
door and opened it to find Com- 
rades Collier and Johnson in the 
entry. Effusively, and in a loud 
voice, I greeted them, while stand- 
ing in the door as long as I could 
to bar their way. 
When I could no longer delay 

their entry, I sauntered ahead of 
them, my heart in my throat, into 
the living room. 

It was empty. Hal’s hat was 
gone from the chair next to where 
he had been sitting. Eva came in 
through the dining room, wiping 
her hands on an apron she had 
quickly put on. "Good girl!” I 
said to her with a wink, and the 
half smile she returned told me 
that Hal had safely departed. She 
was more than usually warm in 
her greeting to Frank and Gus, 
who were both sullen and incuri- 
ous. 

We turned to a discussion of 
party affairs, and especially to the 
proposed dissolution of the Young 
Communist League which was 

then under active consideration. 

New Organization Planned. 

Now, in the summer and fall of 
1943, the party was preparing for 
an unusual stroke—the abolition 
of the Young Communist League, 
and the substitution for it of what 
the party called “a new united 
anti-fascist youth organization.” 

In mid-October I received a call 
from Alice Gordon, Massachusetts 
State chairman of the Young 
Communist League, asking me to 
meet with her on a very Important 
matter. “We want you to attend 
the New York convention,” Alice 
told me at lunch. “You are going 
to be the State,treasurer.” I did 
not conceal my surprise—and 
pleasure—that I was to be slated 
as one of the five top leaders of 
the new organization when it 
came to Massachusetts. But I did 
not reveal my shock at her dis- 
closure that the leadership of the 
new state group, as yet unnamed, 
was already firmly in Communist 
control. 
“Don Bollen,’* she told me— 

Bollen, a prominent Young Com- 
munist League and United Elec- 
trical Workers’ organizer—“will be 
the chairman in the State.” So 

this was toe way the Young Com- 
munist League would “help” to 

establish a new, and ostensibly 
democratic, youth organization! 

Friends Call at Home. 

To my office on Friday, Eva ex- 

plained that I was ill and could 
not be at work. The sickness plan 
qlmost trapped me. 
WbJJ#X was gone, Harry Brown- 

ing, whose generosity was usually 
impulsive, assembled a large bas- 
ket of fruit for my sick table, all 
done up in ribbons and scalloped 
paper, a very handsome gift. He 
gave it to my Assistant, Eddie Al- 
fano, and to his secretary, Vickie, 
and dispatched them to my house 
in his own car. 
Eva, flushing in confusion, told 

them that X had been quite sick 
and. to get me out of the hubbub 
of the household, she had sent me 

away for a few days for a rest. 
I talked to the bureau and they 

said by all means get to New York 

and cover the whole thing. 
The Young Communist League 

was buried by 500 delegates from 
all over the United States at a 

special convention session Friday 
in New York’s Manhattan Center, 

There was a speech by Earl 

Browder stressing the importance 
of the dissolution in terms of na- 

tional unity, and there were no re- 

grets, because every one on top at 

least recognized that it was just 
a maneuver to change the name. 

In order not to jeopardize my fu- 
ture status with the new group, I 

attended the Young Communist 

League meeting not as a delegate, 
but as an “observer.” 

Beds Openly Brazen. 

On Saturday and Sunday, the 

same crowd presided at the birth 
of the new organization, Ameri- 
can Youth for Democracy, in the 

basement auditorium of Mecca 

Temple of the Shrine. Communist 
domination of the organization 
meeting was openly brazen. There 

were by count 156 delegates from 
the Young Communist League, and 

only 176 from other youth organ- 
izations. It would have been 

heavily weighted in Communist 
favor in any event, but was even 

more so in view of the fact that 
some delegates, ostensibly repre- 
senting non-Communist groups—I 
was there as a Baptist youth 
leader—were actually underground 
Communists. 
Robert Thompson, Army hew, 

former national vice president of 
the Young Communist League, 
and a big wheel in the party, was 
“elected” national co-chairman of 
the AID And Carl Ross, for- 
mer Hew York State chairman of 
the league, was named executive 
secretary. Others on the slate of 
officers were well known to me, 
including “Comrade Bob” whom 
I had first met at the Kendall 
Green State*- convention of the 
YCL. He turned out to be 
William Robfert McCarthy of 

Quincy,^ and be was elected sec- 
retary treasurer of the new youth 
organisation, representing a Bos- 
ton shipbuilding union of which 
he wasfbresident. 
Copyright, 1952, by Herbert A, Fhilbrlck. 

f,AU rights reserved. * 

Sunday: I formally join the 

—i 
Didn't See—Or Hear—aLion 

Maj. R. S. Ifiapara, a veteran 
of 25 years %dio directing in 

Britain, returned to London after 
an ll-months frailer trip through 
Africa, to report that he neve: 

saw or hjtard a lion. 

Need a laxative 
Almost heryNight? 

In 1942 the Philbrick family moved to this suburban house In Wakefield, near Boston. 
The great elm in front shrouded nocturnal meetings of a Bed cell. The single window at the top 
front lit Mr. PhUbrick’s attic hideout, where behind a false wall he prepared written and pho- 
tographic reports to the FBI. 
_ ■__ 

U. S. Jets Shoot Down 

10 MIGs Over Korea, 
4 Others Are Hit 

ly tin Associated Press 

SEOUL, Korea, Jan. 25.—Amer- 
ican Sabre jet pilots today shot 
down 10 Red jets over North Ko- 
rea in one of the biggest air tolls 
taken In the Korean war. 

One other MIG probably was 
destroyed. At least three other 
Red planes were damaged. 
American airmen fought four 

separate encounters with the Com- 
munist MIG-158 over Northwest 
Korea, the United States 5th Air 
Force said. 
Five MIGs were blasted out of 

the sky in a racing dogfight late 
in the afternoon by Sabres of the 
51st Fighter Interceptor Wing. 
Another Communist plane also 
was damaged in this fight. 

Ground Fronts Quiet. 
Three more MIGS were bagged 

by 4th Fighter Interceptor Wing 
Sabre jets in another fight late 
in the day. 
The other planes were accounted 

for in earlier battles. 
New snow covered quiet ground 

fronts while the explosive jet war 
erupted in MIG Alley. 
There was no hint of how Amer- 

ican planes fared. Under a new 
policy American air losses are 

announced only once a week. 
In the rapid fire air action Lt. 

Robert H. Moore of Houston, Tex., 
set one MIG-16 on fire and sec- 
onds later destroyed a second 
plane. 

“I was so close to the second 
MIG that when I hit him he blew 
up right in my face,” Lt Moore 
said. “I flew right through his 
explosion which caused ms to 
flame out.” In other words, his 
“engine died.” 

Arlington Man Hits MIG. 
Lt. Moore glided from nearly 

30,000 feet down to 13,000 feet 

before he got his jet going again. 
He was credited with a prob- 

able for the first MIG. It hap- 
pened in a fight this afternoon 
between 15 Sabres and 16 Rus- 

sian-type jets which had just 
crossed the border from Man- 
churia. 
The other jet was blown up in 

the same battle by Capt. Mose 
W. Gordon, jr., Rome,' Ga. 

Lt. Ivan C. Kincheloe of Cas- 
sopolis, Mich., was credited with 
damaging a MIG in the afternoon 
battle, and Lt. Col. John B. 
England, Caruthersville, Mo., and 
Arlington. Va., was credited with 
hitting a Red jet in -a morning 
fight. 
On the ground a series of fights 

broke out along the western front 
between Allied patrols and Chi- 
nese units of about company size. 
The United States 8th Army de- 
scribed them as light engage- 
ments. 
Limited actions also broke out 

in the snow-covered ridges of the 
east. The only specific action re- 
ported in a U. N. communique was 
a five-minute probing attack by a 
squad of Communists near the 
Punchbowl. 

Bill Asks $5,000 Aid 
For Mrs. Leslie Coffelt 
Representative Canfield, Repub- 

lican, of NeW Jersey, has intro- 
duced in the House a bill to pay 
$5,000 to Mrs. Leslie Coffelt, widow 
of the White House policeman 
slain during the attempted assis- 
sination of President Truman No- 
vember 1, 1950. 
Mr. Coffelt was eulogized by 

Mr. Canfield, in a- statement rec- 
ommending passage of his bill. 
Relating the story of the tragedy 
at Blair House, the lawmaker said 
Mr. Coffelt, “there on a sidewalk 
which became a battlefield . . 

gave his life to save the life of 
his commander-in-chief.” 

Mrs. Coffelt, who lives at 1915 
North Wayne Street, Arlington, 
Va., was said by Mr. Canfield to 
have received voluntary contri- 
butions from several sources 

amounting to about $5,000 and 
now has a pension of $125 a 

month. But from the Govern- 

ment of the United States, he said 
“she has received only a medal 
bestowed posthumously upon her 
brave husband.” > 

Mrs. Coffelt is f’too ill to seek 
employment,” Mr. Canfield said, 
“and the pensiop is her only 
source of Income.” 

/» 
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British Ambassador in Iran 

Is Named Envoy to Poland 
By the Auociatcd Pra» 

LONDON, Jan. 25.—Sir Francis 

Shepherd, Britain’s envoy to Iran 
since the Anglo-Iranian oil crisis 

exploded, was named Ambassador 
to Poland today. 
The 59-year->old career diplomat 

will go to Warsaw to replace Am- 
bassador Sir Charles Bateman, 
who is retiring. 
No replacement of Ambassador 

rank is in sight for Iran. After 
Mr. Shepherd’s departure from 

Teheran, the British Embassy 
there will be headed by Charge 
d’Affaires George H. Middleton. 
Premier Mossadegh’s govern- 

ment this week rejected Robert 
Hankey as new British Ambas- 
sador to Iran, because he had 
served in the country as first 

secretary of the British Embassy 
from 1942 to 1944. An Iranian 
spokesman said yesterday an 

envoy without previous experience 
in Iran would better* facilitate a 
settlement of the British-Iranian 
dispute. • 

Allies Ask to Hold Up 
Korea Airfield Issue, 
Turn to Other Points 

By rtw Associated Press 

MUNSAN, Korea, Jan. 25.— 
Allied truce negotiators sug- 
gested today that the thorny 
question of airfield construction 
be set aside temporarily and staff 
officers start work immediately on 
other details of policing a Korean 
armistice. 
Chinese Maj. Gen. Hsieh Fang 

promised to study the proposal 
and reply later'. He did not Bay 
when. 

“Basically, this is another effort 
of the U. N. command to achieve 
a realistic armistice as rapidly as 
possible,” said Brig. Gen. William 
P. Nuchols, Allied spokesman. 

Reds Asked te Choose. 
The issue of whether the Com- 

munists have the right to build 
and • 

repair military airfields in 
North Korea during an armistice 
has deadlocked truce supervision 
negotiations since January 9. 
Maj. Gen. Howard M. Turner 

asked the Reds today to choose 
one of three possible courses of 
action: 

1. Continue subcommittee dis- 
cussions while staff officers start 
work on points already agreed 
upon in principle. 

2. Call a temporary recess until 
the staff officers complete their 
work. 

3. Turn over the airfield issue 
to the staff officers for discussion 
after they agree on other points. 

Further Problems Faced. 
"We are willing to accept your 

recommendations as to which of 
the alternative actions the sub- 
delegates should pursue,” Mr. 
Turner said. “We submit this 
course of action in a sincere desire 
to make progress in these nego- 
tiations and bring them to a suc- 
cessful conclusion in a minimum 
amount of time.” 

If the Communists accept one of 
the proposed courses of action, 
staff officers wouid-face additional 
tough problems* 
Rear Aibnira! . 

Rl E. Libby 
emerged from er stormy 2-hour- 
and-40-minute session'of the pris- 
oner exchange subcommittee And 
reported no progress. • 

Both subcommittees agreed" to 
meet again tomorrow. 

Democrats Won't Play 
Politics With Defense, 
Truman Tells Parley 

ly Associated Prats 

KANSAS CITY, Kans., Jan. 

25. —President Truman today 

sketched a peace, progress and 

prosperity program designed to 

win the November election but 

declared his party will not play 
politics with National Defense. 

He said that “if anybody is to 
play politics with the welfare of 
this country, it will not be the 
Democratic Party." 
His remarks were contained in 

a message to a 15-State Midwest 
Democratic Conference opening 
today. 

“This year of 1952 will be a 

critical year in our struggle to 
achieve world peace,” he said. 
“We are in the middle of a great 
national effort to build our de- 
fenses and help free nations to 
strengthen themselves. If we 

falter now or lose heart and turn 
aside from the program we have 
laid out for ourselves, we can fail. 

Sent Letter to Chairman. 
"My purpose in this election 

year—and I am sure the purpose 
of every loyal Democrat—is to 
make sure that the Democratic 
Party continues to work for the 
strength of our country and the 
welfare of our people,” he added. 
His message was in the formr of 

a letter to Conference Chairman 
James C. Quigley of Nebraikir 

It came amid speculation that 
Mr. Truman (l) will run-HCpr the 
Senate in Missouri at' the. end 9t 
his term, (2) is a candidate for re- 
election end (3) ha wants to name 
his successor. 
Out of this confusion one salient 

fact stood out: Locking any other 
nominee they consider especially 
attractive, Midwestern leaders 
want Mr. Truman to run again. 
Predict Indorsement for Truman. 
Three leaders of the Midwestern 

meeting predicted the conference 
would go on record unanimously 
approving a resolution urging the 
President to seek another term. 

Concurring in this prediction 
were Mr. Quigley, Jake More of 
Iowa, conference secretary, and 
Carl V. Rice, Kansas national 
committeeman. 
on prosperity, regarded by most 

Democrats as their best campaign 
issue this year, Mr, Truman said 
in his letter to Mr. Quigley: 

“I am proud of our party, be- 
cause in my opinion, it has done 
more in recent years for this 
country than any party ever did 
in all our history.” 

Summarises Issue. 
His summary of the prosperity 

issue was as follows: 
“The progressive policies of 

the Democratic Party have re- 

stored and maintained prosperity, 
strengthened our liberties, in. 
creased our incomes, and opened 
broader opportunities for all of 
us.” 
Democrats gathered here made 

no bones of the belief that Mr. 
Truman has stated the best sort 
of a program their party to run 
on this year, whether the Repub- 
lican nominee is Gen. Eisenhower 
or Senator Taft of Ohio. 
Their argument was in essence: 

Who can beat the $85 billion Fed- 
eral spending budget and money 
in the pockets of every worker? 
It means contracts for manufac- 
turers and employment for 
workers. 
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Secret Report on Bases 
In Spain Is Given 
Slate Department 

By John A. Giles 
A report which steers cau- 

tiously clear of the diplomatic 
perplexities involved in the actual 
bartering with Generalissimo 
Franco for "Spanish bases has been 
turned over to the State Depart- 
ment by the Pentagon. 
The secret report, it was learned 

today, is confined exclusively to 
purely military aspects such as 

(1) the desirable locations of 
United States sea and air facil- 
ities and (2) the military as- 

sistance requirements of Spain, 
i It was made by a three-man 
mission headed by Maj. Gen. 
Junes W. Spry of the Air Force 
which went to Spain last August 
and has been under close review 
by the Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
Defense Department leaders. 

Highways Badly Needed. 
One of the most perplexing 

questions facing the mission ami 
the military and defease leaders 
was to determine just where mili- 
tary aid stopped and economic 
aid—also sorely needed by Spain 
—began. This is particularly true 
with reference to communications 
such as highways, which in some 
sections of Spain are almost non- 
existent. 

President Truman and Prime 
Minister Churchill are reported to 
have discussed the Spanish ques- 
tion in their recent conferences 
here, although the official com- 
munique made no reference to the 
subject. 
These reports state that Mr. 

Churchill had no objections to 
this country helping the France 
regime, and this is certainly indi- 
cated by the fact that the Penta- 
gon, which had sat on the Spry 
reports for some time and refused 
to even mention the subject, has 
now forwarded it to the State De- 
partment. 
Arms Shipment nans Pushed. 

Meanwhile, plans are being 
completed for starting shipments 
of arms to Spain under the $100 
million authorized by Congress at 
its last session for economic, 
technical and military assistance. 
However, that fund would not 

cover some of the major expenses 
involved in constructing or im- 
proving Spanish bases for use by 
American air and sea forces. 
The air bases—designed to ac- 

commodate modem jet aircraft 
and big bombers—would neces- 

sarily have to be constructed in 
toto. Existing airdromes in Spain 
are too small. 

Two Possible Naval Bases. | 
The naval part of .the program 

would be concerned essentially 
with inywovement' of existing 
facilities. SpecyljtiQ^ has 
tioned among possible bases,,Jibe 
ports of Cadiz, on the Atlantic 
northwest of Brlalnfa Gibraltar, 
and Perrol, on tha Bey of Bisfcay, 
The Navy, starting with tha late 

Admiral Forrest P. Sherman, has 
looked on Spanish bases as most 
desirable and useful. It also has 
made evident that It can operate 
its Sixth Fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean entirely Independent of 
shore bases in the Area. In five 
years that fleet, now composed 
of some 30 ships, has operated en- 
tirely by the supply-at-sea 
method. • 

Unsegregated Miamians 
To Hear Marian Anderson 

•y th« Aiuciated Prais 

MIAMI, Fla., Jan. 25.—The 
noted Negro contralto, Marian 

Anderson, will sing before a non- 
segregated audience in the county 
auditorium here tonight. 
W. O. Perry, head of a Negro 

group sponsoring the concert, said 
the county commissioners agreed 
there would be no objections to 
selling seats on a non-segregated 
basis as long as white purchasers 
knew about it. 

Miss Anderson sang before a 
non-segregated audience Wednes- 
day night at Jacksonville, but 
money was refunded on 250 tickets 
sold to white persons after the 
Duval County armory council in- 
formed the sponsors it could not 
authorize a mixed audience. Be- 
tween 100 and 200 white persons, 
however, were in the audience of 

2,000._ 

daliforniaCommunists 
Withdraw Suit Against 
Series by Philbrick 

Sy rtw Auociated Pnu 

LOS ANGELES. Jan. 35.—At- 
torneys for 15 California Com- 
munist Party leaders have dropped 
their attempt to stop publication 
of an expose in the Los Angeles 
Times. 

Trial of the defendants will be- 

gin February 1. 
The defense attorneys withdrew 

their injunction suit against the 

newspaper yesterday, telling the 

court they didn’t know where to 
draw the line between the First 
and Sixth Amendments to the 
Constitution. 

(The First guarantees 'freedom 
of press, the Sixth right to im- 

partial trial.) 
“If one section of the Constitu- 

tion must give way to another,” 
said Attorney A. L. Wirin, spokes- 
man for the defense battery, "the 
Sixth Amendment should give way 
to the First.” 

Federal Judge William C. 
Mathes dismissed the petition, al- 
though he later told Wirin he 
didn’t agree freedom of the press 
was more important than the right 
to an impartial trial. 
However, when defense attor- 

neys again sought to get the trial 

postponed, on the grounds the 

articles by Herbert A. Philbrick 
would influence jurors. Judge 
Mathes ruled against a delay. 

“I think we have just as good 
a chance to get a fair and impar- 
tial jury now as we would have 
at any future date.” the judge de- 
clared. 
The suit against the Times had 

charged publication of Mr. Phil- 
brick’s articles was detrimental to 
a fair trial for the 15 defendants. 
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